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THE JEWISH MESSIANIC EXPECTATION IN THE 
TIME OF TESUS. 



By Shailer Mathews, 
The University of Chicago. 



The sources from which we may draw our knowledge of the 
Jewish expectation of the Christ as it existed in the New Testa- 
ment period are, on the whole, neither scanty nor yet altogether 
satisfactory. They are apparently the literature of a certain 
group of Pharisees, whose special influence was not widely felt, 
and whose opinions can hardly be said to represent the opinion 
of the masses. Within this group — or school — of Pharisaism 
the hope was very intense that God would some day send a 
deliverer who should reinstate Israel among the nations and 
make the new nation the lord of the earth. Thus far we are 
able to go with certainty, but when investigation concerns the 
details of the hope, uniformity is seen to be altogether lacking. 

It is with the intention of exhibiting the nature of this Mes- 
sianic expectation that the following selections are made from 
the extra-canonical Jewish literature which sprang up approxi- 
mately between the time of Antiochus Epiphanes and the destruc- 
tion of the temple of Titus. Just what was the popular belief 
can be learned best and almost exclusively from the implications 
of statements in the gospels. That it was widespread seems 
evident. In all probability it was this of the Pharisees, but 
lacking its better, or at least its transcendental elements — revo- 
lutionary rather than religious. How far a Pharisee himself 
could fall from the nobility of his party's hopes is to be seen 
in the fauning words of Josephus (War, vi, 5:4) when, in 
speaking of the portents foretelling the fall of Jerusalem in 70, he 
says : " But what most stirred them up to war was an ambigu- 
ous oracle that was found also in their sacred writings, that 
about that time one from their country should become ruler of 
the world. The Jews took this prediction to belong to them 

437 
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selves, and many wise men were thereby deceived in their judg- 
ment. Now, this oracle certainly denotes the rule of Vespasian 
who was declared emperor in Judea." 

THE PROPHET OF THE MACCABEES. 1 

And they [the priests selected by Judas Maccabaeus to cleanse the Temple 
area] consulted over the altar of burnt offering, which had been profaned" 
what they should do with it. And it occurred to them as good counsel to 
pull it down, lest it should become a reproach to them, because the heathen 
had defiled it ; and they pulled down the altar. And they laid away the 
stones on the mountain of the Temple in a fitting place, until there should 
come a prophet to give answer concerning them. — / Mace. 4 : 44-46. 

It hath pleased well the Jews and the priests that Simon should be their 
high priest for ever until there arise a trustworthy prophet. — / Mace. 14: 41. 

THE KINGDOM ESCHATOLOGICAL. 

But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall no 
torment touch them. In the sight of the unwise they seemed 
The righteous dead t0 jj e dead . an( j t ij e ir departure was taken for a misfortune 
nations ** ' an( ^ l ^ elr S om S ^ rom us annihilation ; but they are in peace. 
For, though they shall have experienced punishment accord- 
ing to the judgment of men, yet is their hope full of immortality. And hav- 
ing been a little chastised, they shall be greatly rewarded : for God proved 
them, and found them worthy of himself. As gold in a furnace he tried 
them, and received them as burnt offering. And in the time of their visitation 
they shall blaze forth, and run to and fro like sparks among the stubble. They 
shall judge nations and have dominion over peoples, and their king shall be 
the Lord forever. — Wisdom of Solomon 3 : 1-8. 

THE KINGDOM ON EARTH. 

Then from the sunrise God will send a king, 
Prosperity of the Who will make all earth cease from evil war, 
Jews under the Killing some, others binding with strong oaths. 

King of Peace jj Qr y et w jjj ^ ^y hj s own counsels do 

All these things, but by excellent decrees 

Of God persuaded. But again the people 

Of the great God with wealth will be weighed down, 

1 These passages are sometimes regarded as Messianic, and are therefore printed. 
But a prophet is not the prophet, and the passages are valuable chiefly for showing 
how faint and small is the Messianic (and consequently the pharisaic) element in 
I Maccabees. 
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With gold and silver and purple ornament, 
And of good things will earth and sea be full. 

— Sibylline Oracles,' 2 Hi: 776-784. 

But there shall come from heaven a wondrous man, 

Whose hands were stretched out on the fruitful wood, 3 
Messiah a new The noblest of the Hebrews, who once caused 

Moses and Joshua 

The sun to stand still when he gave command 
With admirable speech and hallowed lips. 

— Sibylline Oracles, v: 33 2-335. 

But when Rome also over Egypt rules, 

Having one end in view, then shall appear 
The unending The might kingdom of the immortal king 

reign of Messiah ° J ° ° 

Set over men. A holy man shall come 
Wielding the sceptre over every land 
Unto all ages of advancing time. — Sibylline Oracles, Hi: 55-60. 



THE SON OF MAN AS MESSIAH. 

And then I saw One who had a head of days, and his head was white like 
wool, and with him was another being whose countenance had 
th ^""Tm l ^ e a PP earance °f a man, and his face was full of graciousness, 

like one of the holy angels. And I asked the angel who went 
with me and showed me all the hidden things, concerning that Son of Man, who 
he was and whence he was, and why he went with the Head of Days ? And he 
answered and said unto me : " This is the Son of Man who hath righteous- 
ness, with whom dwelleth righteousness, and who reveals all the treasures 
of that which is hidden, because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him, and his 
lot before the Lord of Spirits hath surpassed everything in uprightness for 
ever. And this Son of Man whom thou hast seen will arouse the kings and 
the mighty ones from their couches and the strong from their thrones, and 
will loosen the reins of the strong and grind to powder the teeth of the 
sinners. And he will put down the kings from their thrones and kingdoms, 
Th ' k d d d Decau se they do not extol and praise him, nor thankfully 
will not rise to acknowledge whence the kingdom was bestowed upon them. 
join the kingdom And he will put down the countenance of the strong and 
shame will cover them : darkness will be their dwelling and 
worms their bed, and they will have no hope of rising from their beds, 
because they do not extol the Lord of Spirits. — Book oj Enoch* 46:1-6. 

'Terry's translation. 

3 See Ex. 7 : 17-20 ; 17 : 9-12 ; Num. 17 :8. Schtirer, Div. II, III, 286, regards 
this section as a Christian interpolation. 

4 Charles' translation. 
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And in those days will the earth also give back those who are treasured 
Th m up within it, and Sheol also will give back that which it has 

establish his king- received, and hell will give back that which it owes. And he 
dom of the risen w [\\ choose the righteous and holy from among them : for the 
ng eousijews.j (j a y f their redemption has drawrn nigh. And the Elect One 
will sit in those days on My throne, and all the secrets of wisdom will stream 
forth from the counsels of his mouth : for the Lord of Spirits hath given it to 
him and hath glorified him. — Book of Enoch ji : i-j. 

And the Lord of Spirits seated him [the Elect One] on the throne of 
The Son of Man n ' s §l° r y> anc * tne spirit of righteousness was poured out 
will judge the upon him, and the word of his mouth slew all the sinners, 
world and all the unrighteous were destroyed before his face. And 

there will stand up in that day all the kings and the mighty, and the exalted, 
and those who hold the earth, and they will see and recognize him how he sits 
on the throne of his glory, and righteousness is judged before him and no lying 
word is spoken before him. Then shall pain come upon them as on a woman 
in travail. And one portion of them will look on the other and they will be 
terrified, and their countenance will fall, and pain will seize them when they 
see that Son of Man sitting on the throne of his glory. And the kings, and 
the mighty, and all who possess the earth will glorify and bless and extol him 
who rules over all, who was hidden. For the Son of Man was hidden before 
him, and the Most High preserved him in the presence of his might and 
revealed him to the elect. And the congregation of the holy and the elect 
will be sown, and all the elect will stand before him on that day. 

— Book of Enoch 62 : 2. 

And he sat on the throne of his glory, and the sum of judgment was com- 
mitted unto him, the Son of Man, and he caused the sinners and those who 
have led the world astray to pass away and be destroyed from off the face of 
the earth. With chains shall they be bound, and in their assemblage-place 
of destruction shall they be imprisoned, and all their works vanish from the 
face of the earth. And from henceforth there will be nothing that is cor- 
ruptible ; for the Son of Man has appeared and sits on the throne of his glory, 
and all evil will pass away before his face and depart ; but the word of the 
Son of Man will be strong before the Lord of Spirits. 

— Book of Enoch 60 : 27-29. 

And I saw that a white bull was born with large horns, and all the beasts 
The members of the of the field and birds of the air feared him and made petition 
kingdom of God tQ him all the time> And j saw tm all t h e ir kinds were trans- 
are to resemble 

Messiah formed, and they all became white oxen. 

— Book of Enoch 90:37, 38. 
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THE BEST HOPE OF THE PHARISEES. 

Behold, Lord, and raise up unto them their king, the son of David, in 
A prayer for King the l ' me which thou, God, knowest, that he may reign over 
Messiah God and Israel thy servant ; 

And gird him with strength that he may break in pieces them that rule 
unjustly. 

Purge Jerusalem from the heathen that trample her down to destroy her, 
with wisdom and with righteousness. 

He shall thrust out the sinners from the inheritance, utterly destroy the 
„ , „ , , proud spirit of the sinners, and as potter's vessels with a rod 

He shall found a r r * 

holy kingdom of iron shall he break in pieces all their substance, 

composed of the He shall destroy the ungodly nations with the word of 

his mouth, so that at his rebuke the nations may flee before 
him, 

And he shall convict the sinners in the thoughts of their hearts. 

And he shall gather together a holy people, whom he shall lead in 
righteousness ; 

And shall judge the tribes of the people that hath been sanctified by the 
Lord his God. 

And he shall not suffer iniquity to lodge in their midst; 

And none that knoweth wickedness shall dwell with them. 

And he shall take knowledge of them, that they be all the sons of their 
God, 

And shall divide them upon the earth according to their tribes. 

And the sojourner and the stranger shall dwell with them no more. 

He shall judge the nations and the peoples with the wisdom of his right- 
eousness. 

And he shall possess the nations of the heathen to serve him beneath his 
yoke ; 

And he shall glorify the Lord in a place to be seen of the whole earth ; 

And he shall purge Jerusalem and make it holy, even as it was in the 
days of old. 

So that the nations may come from the ends of the earth to see his glory, 
bringing as gifts her sons that had fainted, 

And may see the glory of the Lord, wherewith God hath glorified her. 

And a righteous king and taught of God is he that reigneth over them ; 

And there shall be no iniquity in his days in their midst, for all shall be 
He shall be no war- holy, and their king is the Lord Messiah, 
rior.but a king of For he shall not put his trust in horse and rider and bow, 

peace and hoh- nor s jj a jj jj e multiply unto himself gold and silver for war, 

ness, the regent * J ° 

of Jehovah nor by ships shall he gather confidence for the day of battle. 
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The Lord himself is his King, and the hope of him that is strong in the 
hope of God. 

And he shall have mercy upon all nations that come before him in fear. 

For he shall smite the earth with the word of his mouth even for ever- 
more. 

He shall bless the people of the Lord with wisdom and gladness. 

He himself also is pure from sin, so that he may rule a mighty people, 
and rebuke princes and overthrow sinners by the might of his word. 

And he shall not faint all his days, because he leaneth upon his God ; 

For God shall cause him to be mighty through the spirit of holiness, 
and wise through the counsel of understanding, with might and righteous- 
ness. 

And the blessing of the Lord is with him in might, and his hope in the 
Lord shall not faint. 

And who can stand up against him ? 
he is mighty in his works and strong in the fear of God, 

Tending the flock of the Lord with faith and righteousness ; and he shall 
suffer none among them to faint in their pasture. 

In holiness shall he lead them all, and there shall no pride be among them 
that any should be oppressed. 

This is the majesty of the king of Israel, which God hath appointed to 
raise him up over the house of Israel, to instruct him. 

His words shall be purified above fine gold, yea, above the choicest 
gold. 

In the congregations will he judge among the peoples, the tribes of them 
that have been sanctified. 

Blessed are they that shall be born in those days, to behold the blessing 
of Israel which God shall bring to pass in the gathering together of the 
tribes.. 

May God hasten his mercy toward Israel ! 
may he deliver us from the abomination of unhallowed adversaries ! 
The Lord he is our king from henceforth and even for evermore. 

— Psalms of the Pharisees? 17 :2j-j/. 

The Lord cleanse Israel for the day when he shall have mercy upon them 
m , „ . . and shall bless them : 

The Messianic . 

kingdom one of even for the day of his appointing when he shall bring 
holiness back his anointed. 

Blessed are they that shall be in those days : 
for they shall see the goodness of the Lord which he shall bring to pass for 
the generation that cometh. 

Translation of Kyle and James. 
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Under the rod of the chastening of the Lord's anointed in the fear of his 
God: 

In the spirit of wisdom and of righteousness and of might. 

To direct every man in the works of righteousness with the fear of God ; 
to establish them all in the fear of the Lord, 

Yea to make them a good generation in the fear of God in the days of his 
mercy. — Psalms of the Pharisees, 18 : 6-10. 

THE MESSIAHLESS HOPE OF THE ZEALOT PARTY. 

Then will his kingdom appear among all creatures, and the devil will 
have an end, and sorrow will disappear with him. Then will 
the kTngdoro oTgo<1 tne Heavenly One arise from the seat of his kingdom and 
will come from his holy habitation with wrath and anger 
for his children's sake, and the earth will tremble to its ends, and the high 
mountains be lowered, and the hills fall. The sun will give no light, and the 
moon be changed to blood, and the stars fall into confusion . And the sea 
will retreat to the abyss, and the water-springs fail, and the rivers be dried up. 
Then will the most High God, the only Eternal One, come forth to chastise 
the heathen and destroy all idols. Then wilt thou be happy, O Israel, and 
wilt tread upon the neck and wings of the eagle. And God will exalt thee 
and make thee soar to the firmament, and thou wilt thence look down upon 
thine enemies on earth, and shalt see them and rejoice, and give thanks and 
acknowledge thy Creator. — Assumptio Mosis, chap. 10. 

The days will begin to increase, and the children of men will be older 
from generation to generation and from day to day, till the length of their 
life approaches a thousand years. And there will be none old or weary of 
The sensuous Wf e > Dut tnev W 'U a ^ De like children and youths, and will 

happiness of the pass and live all their days in peace and joy, without there 
mg om being any Satan or other evil spoiler, for all their days will be 

days of blessing and healing. At that time will the Lord heal his servants, 
and they will arise and see even deeper peace and pursue again their enemies. 
And they will see it and give thanks, and rejoice for evermore. And they 
will see all the judgments and all the curse of their enemies. 

The kingdom of the „,. . , .,,.,, . , , . 

risen righteous Their bones will indeed rest in the earth, but their spirits will 
have many joys, and they will perceive that it is the Lord who 
sits in judgment and shows grace to hundreds and thousands and to all who 
love him. — Book of Jubilees. 



